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ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL — WAITING ROOM NURSES 
214. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to today’s ABC article that claims that a waiting room nurse role that was introduced at Royal Perth Hospital 
after the tragic death of Aishwarya Aswath has been abandoned since the state’s border opening on 3 March. Given 
that this role was reintroduced at RPH following the independent inquiry into Perth Children’s Hospital and that 
staff had noted its crucial role in identifying patients whose conditions have deteriorated, why has this integral role 
been deserted and when will it be reinstated? 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
It has not—the article was wrong—which was the clear response from the hospital. It is very dangerous to take the 
view of one individual and extrapolate it across the system or to not even seek evidence of that view. It is important 
to hear the views of individuals across the system, but you have to then seek the evidence that backs it up before 
coming in here and making claims. It is wrong. It is not the case. Our waiting room nurses are an important part 
of our emergency departments. They are staffed and they are funded in the budget. 
My understanding is, and the response from the hospital is very clear: the waiting room at Royal Perth Hospital has 
expanded significantly, because there are now two areas. There is a respiratory waiting room and a non-respiratory 
waiting room, and one waiting room nurse has been put into the COVID area, or the respiratory area. I also note 
that in the response from the hospital it has significantly increased resources in the waiting area and for the emergency 
department, including senior clinicians. The member is simply wrong. It has not been removed. It is funded and it 
is in place. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms L. Mettam: I have a supplementary question. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Member, just wait for order and wait for the call. 
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